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BRIDE OF FALCON
A Waltz with a Rogue Novella
After five Seasons, Ivonne Wimpleton has accepted she’s a haute ton undesirable. Always a bit ungraceful, her suitors are men desperate to get their hands on her marriage settlement. Guarded and aloof, she’s resigned herself to spinsterhood. She doesn’t mind her fate, since Chancy Faulkenhurst, the man who once held her heart, left for India years ago without an explanation. When Ivonne’s father, Viscount Wimpleton, refuses Chance’s request for her hand in marriage, he transfers to the East India Troops. Chance’s dreams of making Ivonne his wife are soundly dashed. Ignoring her letters, he closes the door on his heart and Ivonne and remains in India. 

Six years later, severely injured during a battle, Chance returns to England physically and emotionally scarred. His love for Ivonne remains just as strong. When he learns due to a whim of Prinny’s she must choose one of the despots whose offered for her hand, Chance is determined that none should have her but him. Except, not only is she infuriated he made no effort to contact her in all those years, in Chance’s absence, his father arranged a marriage for him and fully expects Chance to honor the agreement.
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EXCERPT 
Ivonne paused and stared at her reflection in the mirror. 

The woman peering back at her wasn’t disagreeable nor was she particularly noteworthy. Clear hazel eyes, more oval than round and almost green in the candlelight, were her best feature besides her alabaster skin. A rather square chin, pert mouth with too full lips, and straight dark hair of a nondescript shade of brown completed her inventory.

No, a diamond of the first water she wasn’t. Falcon possessed the beauty she lacked. Men weren’t supposed to be beautiful, but to describe him otherwise, didn’t do him justice.

No other male possessed eyes quite the same gray-blue as he, like the sea after a mighty winter tempest. A hint of humor and kindness always glimmered in their thick-lashed depths. High cheekbones and a straight aristocratic nose, combined with those sculpted lips and his dark blond hair streaked with gold ... she released a long, shuddering breath. 

He was as close to Adonis in the flesh as she’d ever seen. She’d been paraded before young dandies and bucks aplenty, and although handsome, some profoundly so, all paled in comparison to Falcon. 

Ivonne frowned. 

He bore a fresh scar on his cheek. In the arbor’s muted light, the mark barely showed. His hair had gleamed gold, more than she remembered, though his eyes seemed darker. 

Cooler. Distant.

Icy Ivonne she might be, but Falcon’s smile possessed the ability to transform her into a mass of melted flummery. Only, now, she neared her third and twentieth birthday and no longer wore her emotions on her sleeve like a flighty girl.

He’d never learn how he affected her.
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